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SHOWCAUSE BY
ROBERT POLIDORI

GATEWAY TO
GOTHAM

Architects often have more ideas
than it is possible to fit into one
building, but sometimes they get away
with including them all. This is the case
at the new ferry terminal at Pier 11 in
the East River, where Henry Smith-
Miller and Laurie Hawkinson designed
a tiny pavilion that manages to allude
to a barge on the Grand Canal in
Venice, an aircraft carrier, high-tech
industrial structures, New York’s old
waterfront architecture, and a garage.
The building doesn’t literally resemble
any of these things, although its metal-
and-glass facade, which tilts upward

to open the entire space to the outdoors,
does make the place seem a bit like

a dream haven for a pair of silver
Porsches. Smith-Miller and
Hawkinson, who last week were
awarded the Brunner Prize by the
American Academy of Arts and
Letters, have modernist inclinations,
and to turn a derelict pier at the foot of
Wiall Street into a hospitable entrance
to the city they produced a nimble,
tensile structure that holds up beside
the skyscrapers of lower Manhattan.
If Frank Gehry’s new downtown
Guggenheim Museum is built, the
terminal will have to stand up to that,
too, since the ferry building would be
nestled almost beneath the museum
behemoth. But Smith-Miller and
Hawkinson’s pavilion is tough, and it
will do just fine whatever happens in
lower Manhattan. It is one of the
most refreshing public buildings to
have gone up on the waterfront in years.
The new ferry terminal celebrates the
routine passages of everyday life while
hinting at the excitement of travel
across water, and it reminds us that
eager young architects with ideas

don't often enough get the chance to
express themselves in the public realm
in this city.

—Paul Goldberger
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