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177TH ANNUAL PRESIDENT’S NOTE

The 177th Annual at the Nagonal Academy of Desion 1s, purely and simply,

a celebration of visual culture. In this exhibition, labels do not tell the story.
Content resides within each object and cach requires time looking. In exchange
for that time, I am certain that each viewer will come away with many resonant
experiences. It seems odd indeed to emphasize this last point but we live in an era
when visual culture has been minimized in favor of text. It an historic institution
such as the National Academy can contribute i a unique manner to our current
culture, it is perhaps, to revalidate the transformative potential of the visual.

The members of the Academy have made a concerted effort to bring rogether
the work of non-member American artists we admire. Wichin the context ot )
the four.primary categories the Academy historically represents in its member-
~ship—painting, sculpture, printmaking, and architecture—we have tried to bring
diversity and breadth to the art in the exhibition. There are many media and ap-
proaches not represented here. Better that we promote these four areas of artistic
achievement well, than try to represent all points of view. Visual art can be potent
and powerful. The quality of the work in the 177th Annual is a testament to
that power.

GREGORY AMENOFF, PAINTER

PRESIDENT, NATIONAL ACADEMY OF DESIGN
MAY 2002




Henry Smith-Miller and
Laurie Hawkinson
New York Public Library, Mid-Manhattan

Branch, 2000 Competition entry

Mixed media, 2 J2 feet x 4 inches

Smith-Miller + Hawkinson Architects is a New
York City-based architecture and urban planning
firm founded in 1983. Henry Smith-Miller began his
private practice in tg77 {ollowing a seven year associ-
ation with Richard Meier and Associates where he
was a project architect for several nationally recog-
nized architectural projects including The
Atheneum, IN; the Allmny Mall Art Museum; and
the Bronx Development Center. He received a BA
from Princeton University and an MA from the

University of Pennsylvania. He is a recipient of a

Fulbrighe Grant to study archirecture in Iraly. Laurie
Hawkinson earned a BA from The Cooper Union
and an MA from the University of California,
Berkeley, and attended the Whitney Museum of
American Art Independent Study Program.
Collaborative projects between Smith-Miller and
Hawkinson include the North Carolina Museum of
Art "Master” Site Plan and Project, with artist
Barbara Kruger and landscape architect Nicholas
Quenell. Also, the Seattle Warerfrone Project, again

with Kruger and Quenell.



